Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 03065 271243Z 
42 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO SSO-OO NSCE-00 INRE-00 ACDA-05 

10-10 OMB-01 USIE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-01 

INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 

SS-15 /077W 

045510 

O R 271221Z DEC 74 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2247 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 
INFO USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GERMANY 
CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON 
CINCUSAREUR HEIDELBERG 
CINCUSAFE RAMSTEIN AB GERMANY 

CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 3065 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MILL SY, IS, LE 

SUBJECT: SYRIAN MILITARY ALERT 

REF: A. STATE 281750; B. DAMASCUS 3058 

FROM OUR RESTRICTED VANTAGE POINT IT APPEARS THAT SARG HAS 
OVER THE PAST SEVERAL MONTHS BEGUN TO GENUINELY FEAR 
POSSIBILITY OF ISRAELI PRE-EMPTIVE ATTACK, PARTICULARLY DURING 
SOME RELIGIOUS OR SECULAR HOLIDAY IN THE MANNER OF THE ARAB 
ATTACK ON YOM KIPPUR. CONTRIBUTING TO THIS FEAR HAVE BEEN ISRAELI 
STATEMENTS DURING THIS TIME WHICH HAVE ALLEGED SYRIAN INTENTIONS 
TO ATTACK ISRAEL AND WHICH HAVE BEEN INTERPRETED HERE AS AN 
ISRAELI EFFORT TO PROVIDE RATIONALIZATION FOR SUCH A PRE- 
EMPTIVE MOVE. FINALLY, RECENT RETURN OF SHARON AND TAL TO ACTIVE 
DUTY MAY HAVE ALSO CONTRIBUTED TO THIS CONCERN. 
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